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had no reckoning to pay, and upon their co-operation
the party henceforth placed trust. Insensibly, tb:.
movement assumed more the form of conspiracy thaj
of revolution. Concealing their identity, politicians
worked through a host of1 agents, securing themselves
in this manner from arrest and their objectives from
premature disclosure. The party bid their plans
craftily and well. Since the Army annched so great
importance to security of communications, the leaders
decided first to paralyse transport; next they would
put an end to Civil Administration : and finally they
would force every Egyptian to refuse ministerial office.
The objectives were too ambitious, The Nationalists
possessed neither the skill nor the organization to bring
any one of their hopes to a triun, rhant conclusion.

But conditions favoured the opeiung stages of the
new campaign. Members of the Egyptian Bar already
had announced that they would absent themselves
from all Courts of Justice until Great Britain with-
drew her pretensions. Authority took up the challenge,
declaring in turn that suitors no longer need be
legally represented, and that interested parties were
at liberty to appoint whom they would to represent
them before the Tribunals. The counterstroke was
effective in one direction, damaging in another.
Justice continued nominally to pursue her way, but
the Bar became the fiercest partisan of Nationalism,
and the latter gained the services of a body of fluent
and practised speakers. From the students, who at
the first note of defiance had ceased to attend school,
came other useful lieutenants. These lads, setting
parental authority at naught, travelled to the most
distant, corners of Egypt, exhorting Notables and
officials to stand firm in the hour of trial. There is
a touch of comedy in the modern relation of an
Egyptian boy and his elders. Elsewhere his passion
for rhetoric would be stamped out at a very tender